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President’s Report 
 

Here we are in 2024. Looking back over the year I think 
we moved forward in a positive posture. 
 
This could not have been possible if it wasn’t for the 
volunteer support staff 
 
I want to say thank you to all the volunteer activity 
coordinators and of course the volunteers that stepped 
in to helped make things happen.  
 
A special thanks to the 1st Vice for her taking over in 
my stead while I took a vacation.  
 
I wish everyone a healthy and prosperous New Year  
 
Jim Hemlin 
 

 

Poppy Campaign 
 

The Poppy Campaign proved very successful in 2023. 
This was due to the dedication of the Poppy Campaign 
volunteers who worked long hours and numerous 
shifts for 10 days. Area Supervisors and Table Captains 
ensured table locations were staffed and well supplied 
with Poppy supplies. They also liaised and coordinated 
with those business owners, managers and staff who 
agreed to accept Poppy boxes on their premises. 
Indeed, personal visits were key to the success of the 
Campaign.  
 
Following Remembrance Day, the cash counting team 
took several days to count all donations carefully and 
methodically. On the first day of counting, the Poppy 
Chair learned very quickly that he shouldn’t get in the 
way of the cash counters as they tended to throw empty 
Poppy boxes in piles on the other side of the room. 
Those boxes may be small, but they hurt. He also 
learned to arrive with donuts as they tended to make 
the cash counters less grumpy and more tolerant of the 
interloper! 
 

 
 
 
Once the Poppy Campaign concluded, there remained 
much behind the scenes work to be done in the way of 
financial and administrative imperatives. Detailed and 
complicated reports with tight timelines were required 
by Zone, District and Ontario Command. Many thanks 
to the Treasurer, Nila Bronkhorst, and to the Poppy 
Trust Chair, George Pollock, who dedicated themselves 
to complete and send these reports. 
 
What now needs to be done is the public acknowledge-
ment and recognition of those volunteers, businesses 
and donors who contributed to the success of the 
Kanata Poppy Campaign. This includes personal letters 
to businesses, acknowledgement posted to the Branch 
website and acknowledgement in the print media. 
 
More importantly, we must recognize and acknowledge 
the work of all volunteers who gave their time and 
effort to the Poppy Campaign. A shortage of volunteers 
made their work even more crucial to the Campaign’s 
success. 
 
Yours in Comradeship, 

 
Comrade Dennis Hearn 
Branch 638 Poppy Chair 
 

 
Upcoming Visit of Parliamentary 
Assistant, the Hon. Nolan Quinn 
 
At the last Branch General Meeting, held on 17 January 
2024, Comrade Joan Hemlin advised the membership in 
attendance of the upcoming visit to Branch 638 of the 
Honourable Michael Quinn, who is the Parliamentary 
Assistant to the Provincial Minister of Children, 
Community and Social Services, the Honourable 
Michael Parsa.  
 
 
 

http://www.kanatalegion.ca/


2 

 

Mr. Quinn originally planned to attend one of our Wednesday 
morning coffee meetings in the month of February 2024 but 
his plans have changed. He, along with our local MPP, the 
Honourable Lisa MacLeod, is now scheduled to visit the 
Branch on Monday, 29 January 2024, from 1430 hours to 
1510 hours (2:30 to 3:10 pm). He wishes to meet with 
veterans, and other members, to talk about the Soldier Aid 
Commission. Since Mr. Quinn has a tight schedule and plans 
to visit several other Legion Branches on 29 January 2024,  
he and his team must depart Branch 638 on time. 
 
The meeting will be held in the Branch’s Main Hall. The 
scheduled exercise fitness class will now commence at 1530 
hours (3:30 pm) in the Main Hall. Please note and adjust your 
calendars accordingly. 
 
Comrade Dennis Hearn 
3rd Vice-President 
Kanata Branch 638 
 

2023/24 Honours and Awards 
Committee Report 
 
The newly formed 2023/24 Branch Honours and Awards 
Committee met on January 11, 2024.  With keen members 
interested in being on the Honours and Awards Committee,  
it was thought that it would be a good opportunity to have 
more branch members familiar with the Honours and 
Awards process.  The 2023/24 Honours and Awards 
Committee members are: Gaëtan Chartier, Ken Fleming, 
Dennis Hearn, Debby Holden, Lorraine Lapensée (Chair), 
Bonnie Oostlander (Secretary) and President, Jim Hemlin, 
ex officio.    
 
A copy of the awards nomination form and a revised list of 
awards description and criteria 2023/24 can be found on 
pages 8 and 9, is available just inside the lounge to the left on 
the shelf, on the legion website, and will be emailed to all 
Branch members the week of January 21, 2024.  
 
The deadline to submit a nomination for the Life Membership 
award, the Meritorious Service Medal and/or the Palm Leaf 
award is February 7, 2024, to allow time for Committee 
review and the approval process. 
 
The deadline to submit a nomination for the Service Medal, 
Certificate of Merit, Certificate of Appreciation and 
Legionnaire of the Year award is April 22, 2024.  
 
The annual Honours and Awards Presentations and Dinner is 
scheduled for Saturday, June 1, 2024, 4:30 p.m. reception; 
5:00 p.m. Awards, and dinner will be served after the awards 
presentations.  Everyone is welcome.  Further information / 
details will be announced closer to the date. 
 
Should you have any questions, etc., please do not hesitate to 
contact one of the Honours and Awards Committee members.    
 
Lorraine Lapensée, Chair 
2023/24 Honours and Awards Committee 

Seniors Committee  
 

The past month has been very busy with several attending 
our coffee mornings. We had speakers on Functional 
Exercise, Fall Prevention and a Physio program that Veterans 
as well as others might be interested in.  
 
This month the Functional Exercise program will begin on 
January 15, 2:30 to 3:30 Maureen Rodrigues will be 
instructing this class, please see the sign up sheet posted on 
the bulletin board at the front door of the Legion as there is 
limited participation at this time.  
 
We are still trying to find an instructor to teach Line Dancing. 
If anyone knows someone interested, please let me or 
someone on the committee know. 
 
Complimentary Coffee Time will continue on Wednesday 
mornings from 9-11:30  am.  Hope to see you there for fun, 
good conversation and friendship. 
 
Joan Hemlin 
Legion Seniors Chair 
 
 

December Gaming Report  
 

Bingo Report (3 Bingos) 
 
Total Deposit to Bingo Trust    $  2,091.00 

Rent to the Branch   $    552.90 
Building Operations & Maintenance $    491.64  
Donatable Funds   $   737.46 
 

Catch the Ace Report (5 Draws)  
 

Total proceeds from draws  $ 3,435.00 
Rent to the Branch   $    291.98 
Building Operations & Maintenance $    549.40  
Donatable Funds   $    824.40 
 
Total Donations (to Lottery Trust) $ 1,561.86 
Total Rent & Building Reserve  $ 1,886.12 
 

Membership in the Catch the Ace Club who prepay their 
$5.00 weekly cost has dropped under 100 for the first time in 
several years.  Please consider joining or rejoining this 
fundraising initiative. The Jackpot is currently over $5,500 
after 25 draws in the current series. 
 

Readers should note that for Oct., Nov. and Dec. 2023 Bingo 
and Catch the Ace raised over $6,000 for the Branch and 
additionally over $5,200 for donations to various charities.. 
 

E-transfer payments can now be made to: 
Name: Kanata Legion 
·      ctarcl638@gmail.com  
 

For more information please contact Brenda Grant at 613-
863-4051 or email her at pipergrant5@gmail.com. 
 

Gaming Committee 

mailto:ctarcl638@gmail.com
mailto:pipergrant5@gmail.com
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Membership Report 
 
The annual Early Bird Membership Renewal Campaign 
concluded on 30 November 2023. Out of 345 members, 70 
members have yet to renew. Both Dominion Command and 
Kanata Branch 638 continue to actively communicate with 
those members to encourage them to renew their 
memberships. 
 
However, through effective attraction and recruitment 
strategies, Branch 638 recruited 30 new members who 
applied through the Veteran Welcome Program, the Veteran 
Family Welcome Program, the Transfer Program and the 
New Membership Program. In all cases, Branch members 
attracted and recruited these new members. 
 
Six Branch members transferred from Branch 638 to other 
Branches. The transfers were due to relocation and personal 
reasons, and this was determined by conducting exit 
interviews by telephone. 
 
On another note, to help with the membership workload, the 
Branch added three members to the current two person team 
to form a Membership Committee. The Committee will meet 
soon to discuss task assignments and workload distribution. 
 
Yours in Comradeship, 
 
Comrade Dennis Hearn 
Branch 638 Membership Chair 
 

 

Sergeant at Arms Report 
 
We had our first Colour Party detail at the Canadian Tire 
Centre on the 16th of January. The Senators vs Colorado, 
hopefully we can bring Ottawa some luck. 
 
The 21st of January is the Youth Awards and the Colour Party 
has been requested for the opening ceremony. We are going 
to try something different. It was noted that the awards is 
attended by lots of young kids and their families. All they see 
are a bunch of old people marching in. We are going to try to 
get 3 or 4 cadets involved. 
 
Saturday the 27th of January the Colour party is Participating 
in a Legion Tribute for Comrade Ted Hanrath. Ted was a 
Dutch Marine and told us many interesting stories. He will be 
missed. 
 
John Robert (No P) Thomson CD 
Sgt at Arms, RCL 638 Kanata 
613-831-8221 
 
 
 
 

Security Officer Report 
 

I have managed to keep up with key requests and people are 
generally following the lock-up procedures. 
 
During one of our recent dinners a member's vehicle was 
broken into in the back parking lot. A window was broken 
and some items were stolen. 
 
Just a reminder to not leave valuables in your vehicle, or put 
them out of sight in the trunk. 
 
We have taken some extra security measures to try to 
discourage these thieves. 
 
John Robert (No P) Thomson CD 
Security Officer, RCL 638 Kanata 
613-831-8221 

 
Youth Education Report 
 
The Awards Ceremony is taking place on January 21, 2024. It 
is a great way for our Branch members to see how we affect 
the younger people of our community.  Everyone is welcome 
to attend. We have submitted all our first place branch 
winners to the zone level. At the time of this report no results 
have been forwarded. 
 
In total 382 entries were submitted from 17 of the 33 
schools.  This is up from 13 last year. Hard copies of the 
competition were hand delivered to each school as well as 
emails sent to the school, Principals and teachers.  Again the 
information did not make it to those who needed it. This year 
all correspondence from Ontario Command was online which 
made it even more difficult to distribute. Information was 
also posted on our website and quite a few accessed that 
information. Teachers who participated last year have moved 
to other schools, so we had some new schools participating 
this year. 
 
Special thanks go out to the judges: Moira Green, Doug 
Rowland, Helen McKiernan, Gaëtan Chartier, and Denis 
Pelletier. 
 
Attached is a list of the results and the first place winners 
that moved on to the Zone Competition (see p.10). 
 
Brenda Grant 
 
 
 

Ways and Means Committee  
 
Hope you will come and join us at the following new events: 
 

• Friday   2nd February  Trivia Night 
• Friday 16th February  Karaoke Night 

 
Sylvia Monette 
Ways and Means Chair 
s_monette@hotmail.com  

If you have any gently used books or 
puzzles, please consider donating them to 

the Branch for our ongoing book sale. 
Many thanks. 

mailto:s_monette@hotmail.com
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February 😊 March 😊 April 

 

 
 

Ways and Means - Past Events 
 

Christmas Dinner and Dance  
 
The first Kanata Legion Christmas Dinner and Dance in at 
least three years was held on Saturday, December 9, 2023.   
The 83 guests enjoyed an extravagant Christmas décor, a 
tantalizing turkey dinner and were entertained by singing 
artist, Ann Miller with a variety of songs including Christmas 
songs.  A very successful evening enjoyed by all. 
 
It takes great teamwork, planning, and coordination for an 
event to be successful and the Christmas Dinner and Dance 
event was no exception.  From shopping for the food, 
receiving reservations, food preparation, decorating, hall set-
up, table setting, bartending to tasks after the event 
dishwashing, clearing tables, packing up decorations, 
tablecloth cleaning, finances and more would not have been 
done if it were not for the volunteers.  
 
Special thanks to: 
• Chief Chef Debby Holden and Chef Gaëtan Chartier for the 

excellent meal and service!  
• Rosanne Birtch, Decorating Committee Chair, who 

introduced a refreshing new décor enhancing the 
Christmas atmosphere to the top! 

• The many volunteers who together presented a perfect 
Christmas evening!    

 
A big thank you to our guests for supporting our fundraiser! 
 

 

 

 

Yves Grimard 
 &  

Mary-Jo 
Gauthier    

 

            

 
the Lodges, 

Malones 
and  

de Leppers 
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New Year’s Eve Dinner and Dance 

 
A fun time it was, as the 99 guests brought in the new year at 
the Kanata Legion’s New Year’s Eve Dinner and Dance, the 
first since 2019! 
 
As guests entered the hall, they were in awe of the 
decorations - a balloon drop, white chair coverings with gold 
sashes, centerpieces, red cloth napkins folded into roses and 
more!   
 
Guests enjoyed an outstanding, superb dinner, French onion 
soup, citrus salad, roast beef dinner and a variety of desserts. 
 

Guests danced the night away to 
great music by All4One 
Entertainment DJ service. Spot 
dance prizes! 

 

the Flemings 
  

Guests had the option to bring in 
the new year at 10:30 p.m., a 
Newfie New Year or/and at 
midnight! 
 
It was an excellent evening! 
 

Special thanks to 
• Chief Chef, Debby Holden, Chefs Gaëtan Chartier and 

André Noel; 
• Rosanne Birtch, Decorating Committee Chair, and  
• the many other volunteers who together made the 

New Year’s Eve Dinner and Dance a very memorable, 
enjoyable New Year’s Eve for the guests!   

A great way to bring in the new year!  
 
Thank you to all guests for bringing in the new year at the 
Kanata Legion! 
 

        
   

 

 
     

 
 
 

Kanata Legion Bursary  
Assistance Program 2024 
June 1st Deadline 
 
Open to students of:  
 
• Ex-Service personnel or currently serving members of 

The Canadian Forces (Regular, Reserve & Merchant 
Navy) and their children and grandchildren 
 

• Commonwealth war veterans & their children and 
grandchildren  
 

• Ordinary and Life Members of The Royal Canadian 
Legion - children and grandchildren  

 
• Associate members of The Royal Canadian Legion and 

their children only  
 
• L.A. members and their children and grandchildren 
 
Applicants who have graduated from or reside in the Kanata 
Area are given priority in the application process. 
Consideration is given to students who do not reside in the 
Kanata area, on the condition that funding is available.  

 
The Bursary Program is designed to assist 
students entering or continuing their 
post-secondary education, including 
courses and programs of a technical and 
vocational nature, outside of and beyond 
secondary school. Approved bursary 
assistance is not based upon scholastic 

standing but rather on the successful admission status to a 
post-secondary institution or successful completion of one or 
more years leading to a recognized degree, diploma or 
certificate.  
 
APPLICATIONS MUST BE RETURNED TO THE LEGION  
NO LATER THAN JUNE 1st, 2024 FOR THE UPCOMING 
ACADEMIC YEAR, SEPTEMBER TO AUGUST. 
 
 

 

Cooks: 
 

André Noel 
 

  Debby Holden 
 

 Gaëtan Chartier 
 

 

         the Noels 

the Manleys 
 

 

Emcee, Lorraine Lapensée 
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Mailing Address: 
The Royal Canadian Legion 

Kanata Branch 638 
Bursary Committee 

70 Hines Road 
Kanata, Ontario 

K2K 2M5 
 

Phone: (613) 591–5570 
 
For an application please download directly from 
https://kanatalegion.ca/bursary-program/  
 
Bonnie Oostlander 
Bursary Committee Chair 
613-592-0563 
 

 

Ladies’ Auxiliary 
 
At the Ladies’ Auxiliary’s January 3rd general meeting, one 
new member was initiated, Marilyn Bailey. 
 
The annual Family Fun Day is scheduled for Monday, 
February 19, 2024, 11:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.  Please refer to the 
poster.  Save this date on your calendar! 
 
At the January 10th Branch Executive Committee meeting on 
behalf of the Ladies’ Auxiliary, a donation of $2,500 was 
presented to the Branch.  Also at that meeting, mention was 
made that the Ladies’ Auxiliary general membership 
authorized the transfer of $2,500 into their Special Project 
Savings account. 
 
Opportunity to support the Ladies’ Auxiliary support the 
Kanata Legion’s Sunday Bingo! 
 
Branch members, L.A. members, friends and family are all 
invited to consider volunteering at the Kanata Legion’s 
Sunday Bingo Canteen 9:30 a.m. – 3:00 p.m., but not every 
Sunday; just the Sundays that work for you.   
 
The Ladies’ Auxiliary provides a canteen service to the 
Sunday Bingo players every Sunday with menu items such as 
sandwiches, French fries, grilled cheese, hot dogs, and more!  
To decrease the frequency for the current volunteers at the 
Sunday Bingo canteen, we are reaching out to everyone to 
consider becoming part of the Sunday Bingo Canteen team.  
There is kitchen work and canteen bar work (receiving menu 
orders and selling items at the canteen i.e. chocolate bars).  
Training is available.  All you need is an apron, a hat and a 
willingness to lend a hand. Please contact Lorraine Lapensée, 
Sunday Bingo Canteen Volunteer Co-ordinator at 613-831-
8319 or lmlapensee@sympatico.ca for further information 
without obligation. The more volunteers we have, the less 
often one needs to volunteer at Sunday Bingo Canteen. 
 
Lorraine Lapensée 
Ladies’ Auxiliary President 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
CONTACT! is published monthly (except July, August 

and December) by RCL Branch 638 in Kanata, Ont. 
Views expressed in the newsletter are those of the 

contributors and are not necessarily those of the Royal 
Canadian Legion or Branch 638.  

CONTACT! is edited by Lorraine Elmas.       

lorraine_elmas@yahoo.ca     (613) 882-1240 
 

CONTACT! Submission Deadlines 
Due Sunday Noon 

 

25 February            No newsletter in July, August 

24 March             and December        

 
Lorraine Elmas 
Editor 
 

https://kanatalegion.ca/bursary-program/
mailto:lmlapensee@sympatico.ca
mailto:lorraine_elmas@yahoo.ca
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2023-2024 Branch Executive 

 

President Jim Hemlin 

Past President Bill Molnar 

1st Vice-President   Mary Jo Gauthier 

2nd Vice-President Denis Pelletier 

3rd Vice-President Dennis Hearn 

Treasurer Nila Bronkhorst  

Secretary Brenda Grant 

Poppy Chair  Dennis Hearn 

Lottery Trust Fund Mary Jo Gauthier 

Veterans Services Ken Fleming 

Cadet Liaison Dennis Hearn 

Membership Dennis Hearn 

Poppy Trust Fund Chair George Pollock 

Leadership Development John Beard 

PR & Marketing Bruce Judge 

Branch Bursaries Bonnie Oostlander 

Chaplain Rev. Canon Dr. William 
Prentice 

Bldg. Grounds & 
Maintenance 

George Royle 

Sgt-At-Arms & Security & 
Housing 

Bob Thomson 

Sports Officer Ken Fleming   

Ways and Means 
Committee 

Sylvia Monette 

Legion Seniors Chair Joan Hemlin 

Volunteer Coordinator Debby Holden 

Youth Education Brenda Grant 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Other 
 

Regulations & Website  Ann Ervin 

Facebook Sylvia Monette 

Bar Manager  Mary Jo Gauthier 

Foot Clinic Betty Ann Pollock 

Gaming/Lottery Brenda Grant/Ann Ervin 

Hall Rental  Andy Shinnan 

Branch Archivist      Doug Rowland 

Honours & Awards Lorraine Lapensée 

Kitchen Manager Gaëtan Chartier 

Newsletter Editor Lorraine Elmas 

Military Service 
Recognition Book 

Terry Jacobs 

Photographer Walter Arksey 

IT Computer Walter Arksey 

Cenotaph Memorial Stones Moira Green 
 

Ladies’ Auxiliary 
 

President Lorraine Lapensée 

Past President Betty Ann Pollock 

1st Vice-President Suzanne St. John 

2nd Vice-President    Debby Holden 

Treasurer Rosanne Birtch 

Secretary   PJ Rose 

Executive Committee Bonnie Jessup 

Executive Committee Sylvia Monette 

Executive Committee Sheila Taylor 

Sgt-At-Arms Johanna Walters  

Ongoing Events 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 
Bingo & 

Book Sale 
 

12:45 p.m. 
– 3:00 p.m.  

 
Functional 

Exercise 
2:30 – 3:30* 

 
*Except Jan. 29: 
Begins at 3:30 

  
Euchre  

7:00 p.m. 
 

Pickleball  
1:30-3:30 p.m. 

indoors 

 
Complimentary 
Coffee & Sweets 
9:00 – 11:30 a.m.  

 
Darts 

7:00 p.m. 

 
Fish ‘N Chips 

&  
Book Sale 

11:30 a.m.–
1:00 p.m. 

 
 

 
Saturday Social in the 

lounge 
Noon to 4 p.m.  

 
Drop in for a visit! 

 

• Tuesday Euchre – a fun league, and we will teach how to play. For info, call Gaëtan Chartier 819-639-9343 or  
Debby Holden 613-271-2993. 

• Saturday Social in the lounge - Open Mic the 1st and 3rd Saturday of the month 
• Walking Club will resume in the spring. 

 

Branch Executive and L.A. Executive Members and Positions 
 
 

If you wish to get in touch with a member listed below, please phone the Kanata Legion office at 613-591-5570 and 
provide your name and contact information as well as the name of the person you wish to contact, and the subject. 
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