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President’s Report 
 

It has been a year since COVID-19 was impacted on the 
operations of the Branch. To put it mildly, there is no 
doubt that 2020 has been different and I would like to 
sincerely thank everyone for their support to the Branch 
and each other during these difficult times. The main 
purpose of this report is to bring you up to date on the 
state of the Branch. With minor changes, the Branch 
Executive basically remains the same, but because of 
the pandemic constraints, we are still not allowed to 
hold General or Election meetings.  
 
At this time our total membership is 291. In addition to 
membership renewals, we have had a number of new 
members join us and we look forward to their participa-
tion. If you haven’t already renewed your membership, 
now is the time. Every membership helps us survive. 

Our Branch income has been somewhat challenged as 
we adjust to the ever-changing pandemic restrictions. 
We are fortunate to own our building and do not have 
rent or mortgage payments. However, the building and 
some of the equipment is well over 30 years old and 
requires some attention. This past year we had to 
replace some expensive kitchen and bar equipment and 
make repairs to the building and parking lot. The steady 
rent income we receive from the building at the rear of 
our parking lot helps cover these ongoing expenses.  
 
Overall, we are financially in very good shape going 
forward. Thanks to our many volunteers, the initiatives 
taken by the Ways and Means Committee and Ladies’ 
Auxiliary have seen overwhelmingly successful takeout 
events, as well as a very lucrative ongoing bottle and 
beer can campaign. The Royal Canadian Legion has 
received a federal grant to help the branches and we 
have received a portion of that grant in addition to a 
provincial grant that we applied for and received. We 
have also received personal and corporate donations for  
 

 
 
which we are very grateful and are now financially fit to 
see our way through to the end of this pandemic.  
 

Our Poppy Campaign was somewhat curtailed due to 
canvassing restrictions. No matter; all our volunteers 
persisted and the community generously responded. We 
continue to provide Veteran support through the Poppy 
Trust Fund, our gaming activities such as Catch the Ace, 
which is distributed by our Lottery Trust Fund, and the 
work of our Veterans Services Officer and Committee. 
 

Our monthly column in the Kanata Community Voice 
newspaper has proven to be very successful in keeping 
the awareness of our status and fundraising activities in 
the minds of our community with the distribution in the 
mailboxes of over 37,000 residents and businesses in 
Kanata. 
 

The Province has lifted the COVID-19 restrictions and 
moved Ottawa to Orange-Restrict status, effective 
Tuesday, February 16. However, to help control the 
spread of COVID-19, Ottawa Public Health still 
recommends residents only travel outside of their 
homes for essential reasons, such as for groceries and 
other necessities, to attend doctor appointments and to 
get physical activity. More importantly, limit your 
contact with people outside of your household – 
including people visiting your residence or you visiting 
other households. We all look forward to getting back to 
our social life at the Branch; until then, keep up your 
guard and stay safe. 
 

As we continue to work together to make this a great 
Branch, I would like to end on this high note received 
from our District Commander following our 2020 Branch 
Inspection.  
 

“Branch 638 Kanata is in great shape physically and 

financially; this Branch is well managed and produces great 

financial documents and reports. The Branch President and 

Executive Committee should be commended for their hard 

work and dedication to the community and Veterans. This 

Branch is an asset to the Royal Canadian Legion.”  
 

We are all volunteers and when you have volunteers you 
have success.  
 

Yours in comradeship, 
Bruce Judge CD 

    
 Valentine’s Day Takeout Customers and Volunteers  

http://www.kanatabr638.ca/
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Honours and Awards Committee 
 
The Honours and Awards Committee would like you to 
consider nominating those members who have made a 
significant impact on our branch and our mission by 
volunteering during the current Legion year from June 
2020. 
 
You may wish to consider nominating someone from the 
following categories: 
 
Legion members: 
• Certificate of Appreciation 
• Certificate of Merit 
• Service Medal 
• Legionnaire of the Year Award 
• Life Membership 
• Meritorious Service Medal (MSM) or Palm Leaf to the 

MSM 
 
Other than Legion members: 
• Branch Honorary Patron Award–to honour local 

dignitaries and community leaders 
• Friendship Award, to honour and recognize individuals 

and organizations who have rendered assistance, 
service, support to the legion 

• Certificate of Merit 
• Certificate of Appreciation 
• Media Award 
 
Other awards: 
• The Honours and Awards Committee will assist with the 

nomination of members for Provincial and Federal 
Awards. 

 
Service pins and Officer/Executive medals and bars will 
be automatically issued. 
 
To nominate someone, please complete and submit, by 
March 3, 2021, a Nomination Form that has been sent out 
to you via email along with the criteria for each level of 
recognition.  
 
If we are able to, during this COVID pandemic, we will 
hold a meal and presentation of awards in late May 2021. 
 
Please contact me if you have any questions. 
 
Helen McKiernan, Chair, 
Honours and Awards Committee 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Lottery Trust Fund Report 

The Branch Administrative Team  
 
Secretary Helen McKiernan  

 
Treasurer George Pollock 

 
Membership Brenda Grant 

 
 
 

Seniors & Branch Service Officer 
 
Hang in there, folks! This has got to end - sometime!  Not 
much action for my department lately. 
 
However, if you wish to submit a claim to VAC, I am 
available. If you have submitted a claim in the last month 
or so, please be aware that due to working from home, 
VAC is behind the 8 ball again. Please be patient. 
 
Just as this current lock down happened, I had submitted 
a proposal to the Re-opening Committee in regard to an 
indoor walking group.  Hopefully, with re-opening, I will 
be informed as to the feasibility of this idea. 
 
Basically, it is to have the Hall open 2 mornings a week, 
in order for members to get some exercise in a safe (i.e., 
socially distanced, warm, non-icy) environment. If we get 
the go ahead, how many would be interested?  
  

George Royle, Winter Roof Maintenance 
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How many would volunteer to sanitize after the group 
meets? Please note that we would not be able to stay 
around for coffee and socializing. If there is still interest 
once spring arrives, perhaps we could move outdoors. 
This is not walking race or a fitness class. We would only 
be exercising at our own pace. Walking poles, canes, and 
walkers accepted.  
 

We need to move our bodies before we grow roots!       

 
Please contact me at 613-291-1038, or 
smclean@deadsquid.com  
 
Sue McLean 
 
 

Remembrance 
Cenotaph Stone Story 
 
Hello Moira. Thanks for the opportunity to buy a stone at 
the Cenotaph to recognize the military service of my 
ancestor Private Robert Leeder. 
 

My Great Great Grandfather 
Private Robert Leeder, a 
Royal Marine, fought with the 
British in the War of 1812. On 
August 24, 1814, he fought at 
the Battle of Bladensburg 
near Washington under 
Admiral George Cockburn. 
The British were victorious in 
this short battle then went 
into Washington and burned 
public buildings including the 
White House. This was in 
retaliation for the Americans 
burning York in Canada the 
previous year. After the War 
Robert returned to England, 
was married and then came 
back to Canada in 1825 
settling first near Cornwall 
then later owned and 
operated his farm at 
Caintown/Mallorytown near 
Brockville, called 
Elizabethtown at the time. 

 
 
Tom Flood 
 
 
Thanks to Tom Flood for sharing the family background on 
his cenotaph memorial stone. I invite all persons who 
have purchased a stone to share their family history in 
this way. Kindly email mmgreen@live.com or call 613-592 
-3376. 
 
In continued service, 
Moira 

Sergeant at Arms Report 
 
We have not done any Colour Party events since last 
March. Not even for our own Remembrance Day Service.  
I am sure I will have to be completely retrained, left from 
right foot. Thanks to those members that have kept in 
touch with me and are ready to go. 
 
I have included a photo of two CN (Canadian National) 
railway locomotives done up to honour veterans, "Thank 
You for Your Service", Merci Pour Votre Service". These 
two locomotives run all over Canada and the United 
States wherever CN operates.  
 

 

 
Security Report 
 
With the very limited use of our legion there has not been 
any serious problems. 
 
We have had an odor problem with the washrooms. We 
believe it is to do with standing water in the drains. We 
have been turning on the taps momentarily and pouring 
Javex down the drains. 
 
Same old, same old, ensure the doors and the alarm is on 
if you are the last person out. 
 
John Robert (No P) Thomson CD 
 
 
 
 

 
Official Branch Bottle Collector Terry Jacobs 

 
 

mailto:smclean@deadsquid.com
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Catch the Ace Team 

Brenda Grant, Clay Wheaton and Helen McKiernan 
 

February Gaming Report 
 
Catch the Ace Report 
 
Despite the lockdowns and Stay at Home Restriction we 
have continued to run the Catch the Ace Draws.  Every 
Friday since our last report, Clay Wheaton (MC), Helen 
McKiernan (Ticket Selector), Brenda Grant (Video) and 
Terry Jacobs (Observer) have conducted the draws and 
processed the results for both the Legion and the City of 
Ottawa.  A large part of the success is due to the Catch 
the Ace Club, where members prepay for draw tickets for 
each week. Currently we have approximately 125 Club 
members.  The following are the results since the last 
CONTACT! newsletter. 
 

Month Donations Branch Operations & 
Maintenance 

November $715.20 $178.80 

December $817.60 $204.40 

January $894.40 $223.60 

 
As you can see, over the last three months, the Catch the 
Ace Draws have generated Donations: $2,427.20 and  
Branch Operations: $606.80 
 
February is shaping up to be a very good month with the 
increasing support of the Club and other Ace events such 
as the Pizza Supper and Breakfast starting up this month. 
 

CATCH THE ACE SUPPER CLUB   
 

Our first Pizza Supper Club was run on 19 
February with 31 people attending. Thank 
you to Mary Jo on bar, the Wheaton family 
and Brenda Grant for helping with this 
endeavour.  After pizza the crowd was 
entertained with Poker Bingo and Horse 
Racing.  A fun time had by all.  Attendees 
had an ACE ticket added to the drum as a 
part of their $12.00 dinner. The hope is 
this event will be held on the THIRD 
FRIDAY of each month.  Participants must 

book and pay ahead of time with a limit of 32 people. 
 

CATCH THE ACE BREAKFAST (LAST MONDAY OF 
THE MONTH)  
 
The Breakfast will be held 22 February between 9:00 and 
10:30 am.  Thank you goes out to Garth Lee, Mary Jo 
Gauthier, Rico Lindsay, Clay Wheaton and Brenda Grant 
for their help.  Participants pay $10 for the breakfast in 
which they get a $5 Ace Ticket for the following draw.  
The limit is 32 people and interested parties must book 
and pay ahead of time.  For more information, please 
contact Clay Wheaton at 613-592-5417 or via email:  
claywheaton@rogers.com   
 
 
 
 

mailto:claywheaton@rogers.com
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Challenges for Bingo due to 
Covid-19 Health Actions 
 
Bingo started up again 15 
November 2020. We managed to 
run SIX bingos before the lockdown on Boxing Day. The 
players were glad to be back and again playing their 
favorite game, even with the social distancing and COVID 
protocols.  
 

Month Deposit to 
Bingo Trust 

Expenses Donations 

November $630.00 $488.50 $113.20 

December $674.00 $537.90 $108.88 

  
BINGO will resume Sunday 21 February 2021 at 1:00 pm.  
All are looking forward to returning. 
 
Gaming Committee 
 
 

LTF Donations 
 
The Lottery Trust Committee, with the approval of the 
Executive Committee, is donating $500 to each of the 
following Charitable Organizations: 
 

• Centre 454 

• The Dave Smith Youth Treatment Centre 

• Kanata Food Cupboard 

• Main Street Community Centre 
 
Stay safe and keep well everyone. 
 
Margaret Judge 
 
 

Membership Desk 
 
Total Membership in Good Standing 
to date:  291 
 
Membership dues are to $60. 
  
Welcome and Transfer Members  
 
• Darla Galley:  New Associate  
• Melodie Levitt:  New Ordinary  
• Charles O’Dale: New Ordinary – Welcome Veteran 
• Tom Lockett:  New Associate  
• Dinah Sloan:  New Associate  
• Bernard Sloan:  New Voting Affiliate  
• Dianne Beck:  New Associate  
• Donald R. Jacobs:  Reinstating  
• Diane L. V. Jacobs:  New Associate 
• Gordon-Lee McCaskill: Reinstate Associate 
 

 
 

Last Post 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Brenda Grant, 
Membership Chair 

 

 
Youth Education Report 
 
February 2021 Poem, Essay and Poster Contest 
 
The contest was riddled with challenges on all fronts.  
Schools started later, classes were either virtual or 
restricted to the type of activities that could be con-
ducted in the classroom.  Delivery methods had to be 
altered and judging was controlled by the COVID 
restrictions.  To add to that we also experienced a 
lockdown in between. 
 

Despite the challenges 168 entries were submitted.  
Twelve categories were represented at Zone out of 
fourteen. 
 

Results received from the Zone Level indicated four of 
the twelve submissions placed first and move on to the 
District Competition. Seven placed second. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
ROBERT (BOB) COOPER: ORDINARY:  
Passed away 06 Jan. 2021. 
Bob was a Legion member for 32 
years, originally in Manitoba and then 
when he moved to Ottawa joined the 
Orleans Branch #632 in 1990 and 
transferred to our Branch in 2011.    
Bob's military career spanned 29 years 
with the RCAF at 13 bases and in 4 
squadrons and was considered one of 
the "godfathers" of the Search and 
Rescue (SAR) Technicians 
 
 
. 

 

NORMA JEAN RAVEN  
Passed away 05 February 2021.  
Beloved wife of Don Raven  

 

 
Sophie Gu 

Earl of March SS 
Intermediate Colour 

 
Ethan Lin 

Stephen Leacock ES 
Junior Colour 
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The Awards Ceremony was to be held January 17, 2021, 
but due to the lockdown restrictions and COVID scare, the 
ceremony was cancelled. We hope that we will again be 
able to gather to celebrate the student successes in the 
future. 
 
Brenda Grant 
 

 
Ways and Means Committee  

 
Despite the recent lock down and the cold winter months 
the WAM Committee continued to meet via zoom and 
organized two delicious fundraising events, both served 
curbside!  In January there was a much-loved Fish and 
Chips Takeout meal. To accommodate the overwhelming 
number of orders placed (198) we decided to serve the 
meal at lunchtime and supper time.  It was quite the 
ordeal trying to deep fry all that fish and chips and get 
the meal out hot and crispy, but thanks to the chef 
wizards in the kitchen, Gaëtan Chartier, Bruce Ricker and 
their sidekick Anthony Ling we accomplished this feat 
attested by the many complimentary emails and phone 
calls received following the event.  Thank you to all those 
customers who braved the cold to support our takeout 
event and keep the Legion alive and well. Of course, a 
well-deserved “Thank You” to the many volunteers, (too 
many to list) who worked tirelessly to put on this event. 
Without dedicated Volunteers, this type of event would 

be impossible!        You are the lifeblood of our Legion! 

 
More recently, 13 February, there was a Valentine’s 
Dinner Takeout. The meal consisted of lasagna, Caesar 
salad, garlic bread and dessert, and 287 meals were sold.  
That’s a lot of lasagna!  Twenty-three volunteers were 
involved over three days of preparation and hours of 
lasagna making. For this event it was decided to add a 
beverage menu. Due to the pandemic, last year AGCO 
(Alcohol Gaming Commission of Ontario) amended the 
regulations to allow for restaurants and other facilities to 
sell alcohol along with food sales via takeout and 
delivery. Many of our ordering customers took advantage 
of this service, which allowed for another opportunity to 
raise funds for the Legion. In terms of fundraising, these 
two events were both a tremendous success. Thank you 
to all our loyal customers and to all our hard-working and 
dedicated volunteers. 

The ongoing bottle and can collection fundraising has 
continued over the winter months, coordinated by Terry 
Jacobs. The effort has expanded into condo buildings and 
apartments, where by one of our Legion members in each 
building has volunteered as a contact to facilitate the 
collection.  If you live in an apartment building or 
condominium and want to be part of this fundraising 
effort, please contact Terry Jacobs 613-612-0705 for 
more information. 
 
Debby Holden 
613-271-2993 
 
 

 
 

    
 

       
 
 

Brooke Camlioglu 
Katimavik ES 
Intermediate B&W 

 

 
 
 

Sherilyn Wen 
Colonel By SS 
Senior Essay 
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Bursary Assistance Program 
Deadline: June 1, 2021 
 
Do you have a child, grandchild or even a 
great-grandchild who will be attending post-secondary 
education? If so, he or she may qualify for a bursary from 
the Kanata Legion under the following eligibility criteria: 
 
1. Any person who is serving or who has honorably served 

in the Canadian Forces; 
2. Merchant Navy personnel who are eligible for and who 

have been awarded campaign stars or decorations, and 
their dependents who are in need of assistance; 

3. Ex-service personnel of commonwealth countries, 
other than Canada and of allied countries, resident in 
Canada; 

4. Applicants who have graduated from or reside in the 
Kanata Area are given priority in the application 
process. Consideration is given to students who do not 
reside in the Kanata area, on the condition that 
funding is available.  

 
The Bursary Program is designed to 
assist students entering or continuing 
their post-secondary education, 
including courses and programs of a 
technical and vocational nature, 
outside of and beyond secondary 
school. Approved bursary assistance is 

not based upon scholastic standing but rather on the 
successful admission status to a post-secondary institution 
or successful completion of one or more years leading to 
a recognized degree, diploma or certificate.  
 

APPLICATIONS MUST BE RETURNED TO THE LEGION  
NO LATER THAN:  June 1st, 2021 FOR THE UPCOMING 

ACADEMIC YEAR, SEPTEMBER TO AUGUST 
 

Mailing Address: 
The Royal Canadian Legion 

Kanata Branch 638 
70 Hines Road, Kanata, Ontario 

K2K 2M5 
Phone: (613) 591-5570 

 
For an application please visit: 

 
Bursary website: https://kanatalegion.ca/youth-

education-and-bursaries/ or  

 
Download directly at:  

https://kanatalegion.ca/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/KANATA-

BURSARY-FINAL-2021.pdf 
 

 
Chris Braeuel, Chair 
Bursary Committee 
613-402-4244 
 
 

Report from the Ladies’ Auxiliary  
 
On behalf of the Ladies’ Auxiliary, we wish everyone a 
Happy, Healthy 2021! 
 
Despite COVID-19 restrictions, the Ladies’ Auxiliary of 
Branch #638-Kanata continues to carry on business and 
fundraise--maybe a little differently, but successfully.  
 
Although we have not been able to hold a monthly 
general meeting since October, the Ladies’ Auxiliary 
Executive oversee all business and act on behalf of the 
general membership accordingly.  General membership is 
kept informed with Communiques via email and hard copy 
to those members who do not have email.  The Ladies’ 
Auxiliary Fundraising Entertainment Committee meet on a 
regular basis via Zoom. Our Honours and Awards 
Committee will be meeting to firm up awards for 2019-
2020 and 2020-2021 soon. 
 
Two new members were initiated on December 29 via 
Zoom - Angela Desiri and Sheila Horton. I am pleased to 
report this brings our recruitment of new members in 
2020 to six with a total membership of 31! 
 
We raised over $7,000 since September 2020 with the 
Simply Sausage Saturday Social held in September, the 
takeout Apple pie sale in October, the Salisbury Steak 
takeout dinner, and the indoor annual Christmas bazaar 
both in November and the Festive Chicken takeout in 
December!  WOW!  
 
I am pleased to report the Ladies’ Auxiliary donated 
$4,000 to the Branch the end of December. 
 
Our Zone G6 Commander, Marilyn Devlin, recently in-
formed Zone G6 Ladies’ Auxiliaries that it was decided at 
a Zoom Provincial/Zone L.A. meeting that all 2021 L.A. 
Zone conventions are cancelled until 2022 due to the 
pandemic as was the 2020 Zone G6 convention. There-
fore, no elections at the Zone level will take place in 
2021. Our present Zone G6 Commander, Deputy Zone G6 
Commander and Sports Officer will remain in their 
positions for another year. It is our Ladies’ Auxiliary’s 
turn to host the next Zone G6 convention.  
 
The L.A. Provincial Convention held every two years 
originally scheduled for September 2020 and postponed 
until September 2021 is once again postponed for another 
year, 2022. 
 
Past Events 
 
It was The Ladies’ Auxiliary pleasure and honour to 
provide a reception lunch to the Remembrance Day 
Ceremony participants (12). I know it was very much 
appreciated by the ceremony participants. Special thanks 
to Susan Cooper, Judy Homma and Debby Holden.  
 
The annual Christmas Bazaar was held indoors at the 
Kanata Legion on Saturday November 28, 2020. It was a 
huge success in more ways than one; a phenomenal 

 

https://kanatalegion.ca/youth-education-and-bursaries/
https://kanatalegion.ca/youth-education-and-bursaries/
https://kanatalegion.ca/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/KANATA-BURSARY-FINAL-2021.pdf
https://kanatalegion.ca/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/KANATA-BURSARY-FINAL-2021.pdf
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number of items donated; a good turnout of shoppers for 
the first time held at the legion during COVID-19 
restrictions; L.A. and Branch volunteers working together 
for the good cause were amazing and funds raised $1,940 
- fantastic!  Special thanks to Judy Homma, Bazaar 
Coordinator, the Bazaar Assistant Coordinators, all the 
volunteers and to all those who supported this event!  
Together we did it! 
 
The Festive Chicken Takeout Dinner held Saturday 
December 13, 2020, was an overwhelming success selling 
286 meals!  The support was amazing from the com-
munity, Branch and L.A. members!  $50 was raised at the 
Book Sale table that day, too! Special thanks to Debby 
Holden and Judy Homma, Coordinators, and the rest of 
the team of wonderful volunteers both Branch, L.A and 
non-members for a job well done!    
 
Upcoming Events  
 

• Quiche Takeout Dinner - March 27/21  
Please refer to the poster nearby for details.  

• Hidden Treasures Sale - April 24/21   
Save the date and watch for more info coming soon! 

 
Lorraine Lapensée 
L.A. President 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

CONTACT! is published monthly (except July, August and December) by RCL Branch 638 in Kanata, Ontario. Views 
expressed in the newsletter are those of the contributors and are not necessarily those of the Canadian Legion or 
Branch 638.  CONTACT! is edited by Lorraine Elmas lorraine_elmas@yahoo.ca 
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