
CONTACT! 
  Volume 9 Number 6               Tel: 613-591-5570 
  November 2020            www.kanatabr638.ca 

⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧ 

President’s Report 
 
It is hard to believe that we are only a few days 
from being halfway through the 2020/21 term and 
closing in on Christmas. It has been a challenging 
time coping with the COVID-19 pandemic. I 
commend everyone for keeping up the high 
standards necessary to keep the Branch safe. The 
Reopening Committee, the Ways and Means 
Committee, the Ladies Auxiliary, the Catch the 
Ace Team and our many volunteers who have been 
diligently working hard to meet our financial 
needs. I would also like to commend those in the 
office, Helen McKiernan for Branch Administration 
support, Brenda Grant for Membership, George 
Pollock for the Financial side of the Branch, Bob 
Thomson for Security and Housing and George 
Royle for maintenance. These functions are critical 
to our continued operations. 
 
Going forward there are increasing concerns 
keeping safe from the virus; we must not let our 
guard down. Should anyone be in need of 
assistance, please let us know and we will see 
what can be done to help. Stay Safe. 
 
Bruce Judge CD 
 

 
  Photo Credit: Margaret Judge 

 

Karen McCrimmon, Member of Parliament for Kanata-
Carleton, with Chaplain Bill Prentice 

Poppy Campaign Report 
 
We have had a Poppy Campaign unlike any before 
due to the restrictions imposed by the pandemic. 
We have collectively been challenged; however, 
other than completing our mandatory reports, the 
2020 campaign has been successfully completed 
with donations of $45,279 to the Poppy Trust Fund. 
This amount is more than reasonable considering the 
COVID-19 restraints imposed on our solicitation. I 
wish to thank the General Public, Kanata Businesses, 
our Corporate Sponsors and our members for their 
generous support of the 2020 Poppy Campaign. 
 
I would like to acknowledge the 2020 Poppy 
Campaign Team and commend them for their 
dedication and good work: Nila Bronkhorst, George 
Pollock, Carolyn and Harold McIlquham, Jane Cane, 
Jackie Terris, Shaun Judge, Frank Boisvenue, George 
Medynski, George Royle, Curtis Keable, Terry 
Jacobs, Helen McKiernan, Brenda Grant, Bob 
Thomson and John Kern. 
 
Bruce Judge CD 
 
 
 
 

 
 Photo Credit: Margaret Judge 

 

Lorraine Lapensée and Brenda Grant 
Remembrance Day Ceremony Committee members 
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Remembrance Day Ceremony 
Committee   
 
The 22nd Anniversary of the Kanata Remembrance Day 
Ceremony was held at the Cenotaph, Village Green 
Memorial Park on November 11, 2020. Although, the 
Kanata Remembrance Day Ceremony 2020 was scaled 
back, it was a success! The ceremony commenced at 
10:57 a.m. with the two-minute silence at 11:00 a.m. and 
ending at 11:11 a.m., coincidentally!  We could not have 
planned the program better. There were approximately 
14 participants and 30 – 40 spectators scattered at a 
distance in attendance. Wreaths were prepositioned 
before the ceremony started except for the following 
three wreaths placed during the ceremony:  
 

• The Sovereign wreath placed by Branch 
President, Bruce Judge 

• The Bereaved Families wreath placed by Branch 
1st Vice-President, Bill Molnar  

• The Government of Canada wreath placed by 
Karen McCrimmon, Member of Parliament for 
Kanata-Carleton.  

 
The weather was the warmest Kanata Remembrance Day 
in twenty-two years, with a bit of rain drizzle!   
 
It is hoped to have photos and a video of the Kanata 
Remembrance Day Ceremony 2020 posted on the new 
website soon. 
 
Special thanks to the ceremony participants and 
volunteers working behind the scenes for making the 
ceremony a success!  Thank you to Judy Homma, Debby 
Holden and Susan Cooper for providing ceremony 
participants a lovely lunch after. It was very much 
appreciated and a great way to end the day of 
remembrance.  
 
Lest we forget! 
Lorraine Lapensée 
Remembrance Day Ceremony Committee Chair 
 

 
        Photo Credit: Margaret Judge 

 

Bob Thomson, Remembrance Day Ceremony Committee  
Member & participant, Gerry Dore, Ceremony participant 

 
           Photo Credit: Margaret Judge 

 

RCL Branch #638 President, Bruce Judge, CD, placing the 
Sovereign wreath 

 

 
           Photo Credit: Margaret Judge 

 
Second Vice President, Garth Lee with Brenda Grant, 

Membership Chair – Ceremony participants  

 

 
            Photo Credit: Margaret Judge 

 
President, Bruce Judge, with George Pollock, Remembrance 

                            Day Ceremony Committee member 
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       Photo Credit: Moira Green 

 
Our cenotaph after wreaths were pre laid on Wednesday, 

November 11, 2020. 
 

Remembrance Service 
 
A virtual Remembrance Service was held at St. Paul’s 
Anglican Church, Hazeldean, Kanata, November 9, 2020. 
 
Thanks to the following for their participation in the 
above event: Brenda on pipes, John Weiss on trumpet, 
Helen on Keyboard, Bob on colours, Harry for the Act of 
Remembrance, Chaplain Bill for Remembrance words and 
Bruce on wreath laying and welcome. 
 
We are grateful to the clergy and wardens of St. Paul’s 
Anglican Church for permission to hold the service. Very 
grateful also to guest soloist Phil Tanner from St. Paul’s 
Choir for vocals, Colin Mackenzie for technical support 
and the St. Paul’s Covid safety team workers for keeping 
us safe. 
 
As I write I have just watched a brief clip of the service 
on CTV 6 o’clock news. Thank you, CTV, for coverage 
however brief. 
 
Lest We Forget 
Moira 

 
 Photo Credit: Sue McLean 

 
Moira Green at the pulpit 

 
 Photo Credit: Moira Green 

 

Cenotaph Memorial Stones 
 
I invite anyone who has purchased a memorial stone to 
join me in writing a short description of their loved one. 
The memorial stone in the photo is in memory of my 
“Uncle Dick” who was not really an uncle at all! 
 
In 1939 it became obvious that the Japanese threat was 
becoming a reality. My Dad took the King’s Shilling and 
joined the Royal Artillery 8th Belfast meeting his to be 
life-long friend in the line-up. 
 
India and Burma were not kind to the troops. For the rest 
of his life Dad suffered from shell shock, bouts of malaria 
and dysentery. Uncle Dick spent much time at our house 
in Belfast. A self-taught man, he had me reading at the 
age of two. Neither he nor my Dad ever spoke about 
Burma and I was in my twenties and living in Canada 
before I became aware of what they had suffered. 
 
To him I owe my passion for literature and indeed my 
career. He was a testament to survival, courage and 
determination. I could write a book about him. 
 
Rest in Peace 
Moira  
 

 
Photo Credit: Sue McLean 

 
St. Paul’s Anglican Church 



4 

 

Service Officer 
 
I'm available to assist. Don't wait - get claims in now! 
 
I'm happy to let you know that despite restrictions and 
delays, Jane Cane was able to deliver all the Veterans' 
Comforts this year. Bravo, Jane! 
 
Sue McLean 
smclean@deadsquid.com  
613-291-1038 
 
 

Seniors Chair 
 
Even before this dratted COVID, it was hard to compete 
with the Kanata Seniors' Centre in terms of activities. 
 
Therefore, I'm looking for ideas as to what we can do at 
this time that would be of benefit. I realize that not all of 
you are on-line, so ideas for both types of activities would 
be appreciated.  Keep in mind COVID restrictions on 
numbers at the Branch. 
 
One thing that a small group of volunteers will be doing 
again is calling our senior members, just to keep in touch! 

      

 
Stay safe! Stay well! 
Sue McLean 
 

 
Gaming Report 
 
November Catch The Ace Report 
 
Since Catch The Ace resumed weekly draws in May, over 
$15,550 has been deposited to the Branch Lottery 
Account. Half of that is for weekly consolation prizes and 
the accumulated jackpot, and the balance goes for the 
Branch: 80% for donations and 20% for building operations 
and maintenance. Over the 30 weeks of draws, an 
average of 104 participants have supported our Legion 
while our normal fund-raising activities have been 
curtailed. 
 
This report is an appeal to grow membership in the Catch 
The Ace Club. You do not have to be a weekly 
contributor. Members who join to be entered once a 
month are most welcome as well. Most members use 
eTransfer to enter or cheques payable to the Kanata 
Legion are accepted. For more information, call Clay at 
613-592-5417. Cost is $5.00 for each entry. 
 
Clay Wheaton 
Gaming Committee 

 

 

Lottery Trust Fund Report 
 
The Lottery Trust Fund, with the approval of the 
Executive Committee, donated $500 to each of the 
following Charitable organizations: 
 

• Multifaith Housing Initiative (Homeless Vets) 

• The Salvation Army 
 
Margaret Judge 
Lottery Trust Fund 
 
 

From the Membership Desk 
 
Total Membership in Good 
Standing to date:  303 
 
 

Welcome and Transfer Members  
 

• Matthew Fisher New Associate  
• Derek A. Robichaud Welcome Veteran Transfer - 

Serving Member of the Canadian Armed Forces  
• Lianne Bernard  Transfer Associate  
• Catherine Bernard  New Associate  
• Brian Greenwood  New Ordinary  
• Edith Guimont  Welcome Veteran Transfer  
• Ron Vanasse  New Associate  
• Paul Beard   New Affiliate Voting  
• Candice Harris  New Ordinary  
• Robert McDonald  New Associate  
• Sheila Horton  New Ordinary 

 
Last Post 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
The Early Bird Campaign started September 1 and runs 
through to November 30, 2020. At the time of this report, 
I am happy to say that 242 members have renewed out of 
the 303 showing on our membership list. This is over 83%. 
Thank you all for your quick responses. 

 
EARLY BIRD DUES are $55.  

After November 30, 2020, the dues return to $60. 

 
Brenda Grant 
Membership Chair 

 

 

Robert (Bob) Pilgrim – Passed 
away November 30, 2020. Bob 

was a member of the Royal 
Canadian Legion for 46 years.  He 
was a member of Aylmer, Bells 

Corners and Kanata. 

mailto:smclean@deadsquid.com
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Ways and Means Committee  

 
The poinsettia fundraiser will be wrapping up Wednesday 
afternoon, November 25, with a handout of 109 
poinsettias, raising over $1,000. Another successful 
fundraiser, thanks to all our members, friends and the 
many volunteers who are helping and supporting the 
Kanata Legion during these unprecedented times.  
 
The bottle drive is another extremely successful 
endeavour. A special thank you to Terry Jacobs, who is 
single-handedly returning all the bottle donations and 
bringing in the cash. The bottles and cans keep appearing 
at the back of the Legion, and Terry is monitoring it on a 
daily basis. It is amazing how the nickels and dimes add 
up, as surprisingly we are now over $1,400 profit.  Of 
course, we must thank all our generous donors who make 
this fundraiser possible. The committee has decided to 
continue this endeavour into the new year and beyond, so 
please keep those donations coming. 
 
There are several more fundraising ideas in discussion for 
the new year. With the hall rental income virtually drying 
up this year, and therefore no events and no bar 
operations, the need is even greater for these fundraisers 
to be successful.  Stay tuned to learn how you can help 

support the Kanata Legion.  Thank you, all!      

 
Debby Holden 
613-271-2993 
 
 

Report from the Ladies’ Auxiliary  
 
I am pleased to report the Ladies’ Auxiliary initiated four 
new members on Wednesday, November 4, 2020, via 
Zoom in lieu of our monthly November general meeting, 
due to COVID-19 restrictions.  On behalf of the Ladies’ 
Auxiliary, I welcome new members:  Lyn Kennedy, Hilary 
Philebrown, June Underwood and Marianne Wilkinson.  
 

 
Past Events 

 

Apple Pie Takeout – October 17, 2020 
 
As most of you know, our apple pie takeout sale was sold 
out! The success of this event is thanks to those who 
donated apples, in particular five bushels from a farmer 
on Herzberg road and a couple of members also donated 
apples; a success thanks to the volunteers – Branch and 
L.A. members and non-members and to all those who 
purchased a pie or two or more!  Successful too because 
of the growing support from members and the community 
and the comradeship! I wish to take this opportunity to 
thank L.A. Catering co-ordinators, Judy Homma and 
Debby Holden, for their super organization and hard 
work.  Thank you!  Thank you everyone! 
 
 

The Salisbury Steak Takeout – Nov. 1, 2020  
 
Another sold out Ladies’ Auxiliary fundraiser with 100 
Salisbury Steak meals sold! A delicious homemade meal 
for only $12! Once again, a successful fundraiser thanks 
to the support of Branch members, L.A. members and the 
community! Special thank you to the volunteers both 
Branch and L.A. and to Judy Homma and Debby Holden, 
L.A. Catering co-ordinators. Lots of hard work and 
dedication! Together we stand! To everyone who 
supported this fundraiser – Thanks a million! 
 

 
Upcoming Events 

 

Annual Christmas Bazaar – Nov. 28, 2020 
 
The Ladies’ Auxiliary’s annual Christmas Bazaar is 
scheduled for Sat., November 28, 9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. 
at the Kanata Legion. Many thanks to all those who have 
or will be donating items! It is very much appreciated. As 
a result, we have a huge variety of items including baked 
goods, useful items, great gift ideas, decorations and 
much more for our shoppers!  We ask shoppers to bring 
their own bags. (see poster for further details). 
 
Please consider coming out to shop and support the 
Ladies’ Auxiliary’s Christmas Bazaar! 
 
COVID-19 protocols will be strictly adhered to.  
 

 
Festive Chicken Dinner – Takeout – Dec. 12/20 
 
‘Tis the Season!  
 
The Ladies’ Auxiliary presents a Festive Chicken Takeout 
Dinner on December 12! Featuring a menu to tantalize 
your tastebuds for only $12!  Please see the 
accompanying poster for details. Be sure to place your 
order early to guarantee meal availability! 
 
Lorraine Lapensée 
L.A. President 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

CONTACT! is published monthly (except July, August 
and December) by RCL Branch 638 in Kanata, Ontario. 
Views expressed in the newsletter are those of the 
contributors and are not necessarily those of the 
Canadian Legion or Branch 638.  CONTACT! is edited 
by Lorraine Elmas lorraine_elmas@yahoo.ca 

mailto:lorraine_elmas@yahoo.ca


6 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
This is the first year that the Stonehaven Early Learning 
Centre asked if the kids could gift the Legion with this sign. 
I love it!  
 
Helen McKiernan 
Branch Secretary 
 
 

 
 
Comrade John Kern on poppy duty at the Health Canada 
Office in Kanata during their food drive for the Kanata 
Food Cupboard on November 9. This effort was a success 
for both the Food Cupboard and poppy donations. 

 

 


