
CONTACT! 
  Volume 9 Number 3               Tel: 613-591-5570 
  March 2020             www.kanatabr638.ca 

⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧⬧ 

Acting President’s Report 
 

Through the turmoil and confusion, we wade. Bruce, our 
valiant President, is still away trying desperately to get 
back to Canada from Portugal. The airline availabilities 
have not been easy to pin down, but there is a rumour 
that he and Margaret should be home by 21 March, before 
this report is published. 
 
Bruce’s absence has not been without interesting, world-
shaking events which you are well-aware already, so I will 
report the other stuff. 
 
On 8 March I attended the Zone G 6 Council/Convention 
in Smith’s Falls with Lorraine L. and Gerry D. We learned 
that we are in very good shape compared to a few other 
branches in the Zone. It appears to me at a glance that it 
is largely attributable to our very dedicated and hard-
working volunteers of whom we must be extremely proud 
and appreciative. 
 
I raised the issue of possible Corona virus preparedness 
but got very little feedback. I mentioned our Branch’s 
Three Phase Plan to be actioned in the event of it 
becoming a serious problem in Ottawa, the largest 
populated centre and home to a great deal of 
technological activity associated with China. Ironically it 
did become a big problem very soon afterwards when our 
first case was announced in Ottawa. Suddenly the 
Province, the City and all levels of the Royal Canadian 
Legion were on board with COVID-19 Plans of Action. 
Without repeating the incessant TV reports and 
evaluations, I asked the Executive to meet and we 
discussed the way ahead. By the time we were to 
consider Phases I and II of our Plan, things had moved so 
swiftly that it became obviously prudent to close the 
Branch to all events and activities to ensure we were not 
contributing to the spread of the virus and endangering 
our own members and guests. All events and meetings 
were cancelled as well as all the contracts for use of the 
lounge and hall effective Sunday 15 March. I guess the 
situation was clear by then because neither Andy nor I 
received any death threats!! 
 
The situation now is that a very small number of critical 
members have access to the building to do imperative 
work like mail, bill paying, etc. There is a duty roster of 
people who will drop around at random to check on the 
security and safety of the venue. 
 

 
 

 
A great benefit to the building is that in their “spare 
time”, George R., Debby H. and Bob no-P spent a couple 
of very strenuous days cleaning the place and stripping 
and polishing the floors. It will almost be a shame to walk 
on the floors after we resume normal operations. 
 
An added benefit for our older and house-bound members 
was organized by George R. in concert with Laura’s 
Independent Grocer’s policy to take telephone and 
delivered grocery orders. Our members can register to 
order specified groceries and have them delivered by 
Laura’s or by a branch volunteer. 
 
A sad cancellation in all this upset is the unique, once-in-
a-lifetime invitation to our own comrade Fred Nachbaur.  
During WW II, Fred was a young British soldier in the 
Dorset Regiment of the 130 independent Inf Bde which 
was Under Command of 1st Canadian Army led by Gn 
Crerar. 
 
It was after D Day and the Allies were advancing through 
Holland towards the German border. Fred's Commanding 
Officer had selected Fred to go forward to reconnoitre a 
partially demolished bridge to see if it was passable to 
vehicles. He went forward carefully in view of the bridge. 
Seeing no one nor anything, he continued over the barely 
passable bridge into the small town on the other side of 
the river. As he passed the first building, he was accosted 
by a Dutch resident who quickly identified him as an 
Allied soldier, not an enemy. Instantly he was recognized 
as a liberator and the town erupted in jubilation, with 
people emerging from hiding in surrounding buildings. He 
was carried on shoulders to the nearby "gast" house where 
he was plied with wine and liquor secreted for years for 
this very day. The story goes that it was some time 
before the CO discovered the situation and moved the 
Battalion forward where Fred was "rescued", somewhat 
the worse for wear. 
 
The people of that little town of Borne have never 
forgotten that day and had invited Fred (accompanied by 
his daughter) to be their all-expenses-paid guest at their 
Liberation Ceremonies in April this year. Unfortunately, 
the pandemic has hit both continents with the expected 
results. Very sorry to hear about the cancellation, Fred. 
 
Bill Molnar 

http://www.kanatabr638.ca/
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CONTACT! is published monthly (except July, August and 
December) by RCL Branch 638 in Kanata, Ontario. Views 
expressed in the newsletter are those of the contributors and 
are not necessarily those of the Royal Canadian Legion or 
Branch 638.  CONTACT! is edited by Lorraine Elmas 
lorraine_elmas@yahoo.ca  

Sergeant at Arms 
 
The Colour Party participated in the opening ceremony at 
our branch for the Zone G6 Youth Education Public 
Speaking Competition. Thanks to the Colour Party 
members for participating, Garth Lee, George Pollock, 
Joan Walters, Art Cornelisse, John Kern and Brenda 
Grant. 
 
The District G Youth Education Public Speaking 
Competition was to be held at our branch on 28 March. 
Due to COVID-19 that event is cancelled for this year. 
 
John Robert Thomson 
Sergeant at Arms 
Royal Canadian Legion 
Branch 683 Kanata. 
613-831-8221 
 
 

Branch Security Officer Report 
 
All activities and events are cancelled at our branch until 
further notice. A small number of volunteers will do a 
daily security check at the branch. Also bills need to 
paid, mail sorted and directives sent out. 
 
Thank you for your cooperation. 
 
John Robert Thomson 
Branch Security Officer 
Royal Canadian Legion 
Branch 638 Kanata. 
613-831-8221 
 
 

 
Branch Service Officer 
 
The Provincial Service Officer paid her annual visit to our 
branch on 9 March and saw 4 people. 
 
My apologies to any who missed the notice in the 
February Contact. If you have any questions regarding 
your pension or your eligibility for a pension, please call 
me at 613-291-1038, or smclean@deadsquid.com. If I 
can’t answer your question, I will pass it along and get an 
answer for you. 
 
During the current health emergency, it is still possible to 
file a claim. We WILL find a way! It may involve carrier 
pigeons!  
 
The Veterans’ Comfort committee met under the 
direction of Jane Cane, and they have selected the 
“comforts” to distribute this year. Again, due to COVID-
19, it is very likely that we will have to postpone our 
visits. However, anyone wishing to help with the visits, 
please contact Jane at 613-836-0529, or 

canej@hotmail.com. This way, we will have our teams in 
place and can hit the ground a-runnin’ when we get the 
“all clear.”  
 
Our annual Veterans’ Luncheon is being planned for May 
5, 2020. This too, may have to be rescheduled.  
 
May 5th is Cinco de Mayo, the day the Mexicans kicked 
the French out! By the time we do have the lunch, I think 
a little levity is in order! Therefore, the menu will be 
Mexican themed. We will go light on the spice, but you 
can bring your own bottle of hot sauce!  
 Sombreros, serapes, etc. are encouraged.  

 
Last year, Command cracked 
down on eligibility to attend, 
so for this year we will be 
enforcing the “rules” more 
stringently.  

 
• Ordinary members (i.e.: those who have served in the 

CAF, or Allied serves) may attend 
 

• Each attendee can bring 1 family member or caregiver 
 

• Associate, and Affiliate members wishing to attend 
must buy a ticket. (As we are doing this in-house, cost 
will be minimal.) If you are bringing more than 1 
guest, a ticket must be purchased as well.  {Last year, 
we had several no-shows, and I figured that the 
number of meals planned for that went begging, 
didn’t necessitate charging those who were willing to 
buy a ticket. My bad.} 
 

• When you sign up –please indicate whether you are 
attending alone or with your spouse/caregiver  

 
Stay safe, healthy and sane!   
 
Phone friends to check up on them! Go for walks to get 
fresh air! Challenge yourselves to learn at least 1 new 
thing or skill!  
 
Sue McLean 

BSO, Kanata 638 
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Gaming Report 
 

March Bingo Report  
 

 
Total Deposit to Bingo Trust -  $ 2,099.00 
Total Expenses   $ 1,005.45 
Donatable Funds   $    874.84 

 
 
March Catch the Ace 
Report 
 

Total proceeds from draws  $ 2,065.00 
Total Expenses   $    206.50  
Donatable Funds   $    660.80 

 
 

Total Donations (to Lottery Trust) $ 1,535,64 
Total Rent & O&M (Branch)  $ 1,145.86 
  
 
Sunday bingo, Catch the Ace draws and Catch the Ace 
breakfasts have been suspended until further notice. 
 
Catch the Ace Committee 

 
From the Membership Desk 

 

Total Membership in Good Standing  
to date:  284 
 

Welcome New Members March 2020 
 

• Joseph Roland (Roly)- Boisvenu – Transfer Affiliate 

• Christopher Braeuel – New Ordinary Welcome Veteran 

Program  

• Thomas Richard (Rick) Mansell – New Affiliate Voting 

• James (Jim) Taggart – New Ordinary, Welcome Veteran 

Program 

• Robert (Bob) Hannivan – New Ordinary, Welcome Veteran 

Program 

• Daryl Bean – New Associate 

• Marie Bean – New Associate 

• Dan McCormick – New Ordinary, Welcome Veteran Program 

 

Last Post 
 

• Susan Gard passed away on 12 March 2020. Sue joined 
the Legion in 2019 and was an active member of the 
Rotary Club and their Sunshine Breakfasts. 

 
Renewing and new members for 2020 pay the regular fee 
of $60. 
 
Brenda Grant  
Membership Chair 

Bursary Assistance 

Program 2020  

***June 1st Deadline*** 

 
Do you have a child, grandchild or even a great-
grandchild who will be attending post-secondary 
education? If so, he or she may qualify for a bursary from 
the Kanata Legion under the following eligibility criteria: 
 
1. Any person who is serving or who has honorably served 

in the Canadian Forces; 
 

2. Merchant Navy personnel who are eligible for and who 
have been awarded campaign stars or decorations, and 
their dependents who are in need of assistance; 
 

3. Ex-service personnel of commonwealth countries, 
other than Canada and of allied countries, resident in 
Canada; 
 

4. Applicants who have graduated from or reside in the 
Kanata Area are given priority in the application 
process. Consideration is given to students who do not 
reside in the Kanata area, on the condition that 
funding is available.  

 
The Bursary Program is designed to assist 
students entering or continuing their 
post-secondary education, including 
courses and programs of a technical and 
vocational nature, outside of and beyond 
secondary school. Approved bursary 
assistance is not based upon scholastic 
standing but rather on the successful admission status to 
a post-secondary institution or successful completion of 
one or more years leading to a recognized degree, 
diploma or certificate.   
 

Applications must be returned to the legion  
no later than June 1st, 2020 

for the upcoming academic year, September to August. 
 

Mailing Address 
 

The Royal Canadian Legion 
Kanata Branch 638 

70 Hines Road 
Kanata, Ontario 

K2K 2M5 
 
For an application or more information, please contact 
the Kanata Legion (613) 591-5570. 
 
 

Opportunity 
The current Bursary Chair, Angie Jacklin, will be moving 
to B.C.  If you are interested in being part of the Bursary 
Committee team, please contact Lorraine Lapensée at 
613-591-5570. 
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Zone G6 Youth Education Public 
Speaking Competition  
 
On Saturday, March 7, the Kanata Legion once again 
hosted the Zone G6 Youth Education Public Speaking 
competition. As the Zone G6 Youth Education Public 
Speaking Competition Chair, I wish to extend a special 
thanks to Branch #638 for the use of the facilities and the 
provision of the lunch and to the many volunteers and 
colour party who together contributed to the success of 
the 2020 competition.  Special thanks to the Ladies’ 
Auxiliary for an excellent lunch! There were 14 
participants from grades 1-12 presenting speeches on 
topics such as: The exciting world of Lego / Guide horses 
for the blind / How social media impacts our world / 
Strong women.   
 
1st place winners from the four categories were to be 
representing Zone G6 at the District “G” public speaking 
competition on Saturday, March 28th, but because of 
restrictions brought on by COVID 19,  the District, Area 
and Provincial competitions for 2020 are cancelled for the 
year.    
 
Each participant received a certificate of participation 
and a medallion ribbon.  1st, 2nd & 3rd place winners 
received a plaque and a monetary award.  Zone G6 
Deputy Commander, Ken Manwell, presented the awards 
with Brenda Grant, Kanata Legion’s Youth Education 
Chair assisting.   
 

 
Primary Category:  Grades 1, 2, 3 

1st Place Winner:  Tess MacDonald – Arnprior Legion 
Subject:  More Plastic, More Problems 

 

 
Junior Category:  Grades, 4, 5, 6 

1st Place Winner: Livia Kruszetnicki 
Carleton Place Legion 

Subject: Public Speeches 

 
Group photo of Primary and Junior participants 
Ken Manwell, Zone G6 Deputy Zone Commander 

Lorraine Lapensée, Zone G6 Youth Education Public 
Speaking Chair 

 

 
Intermediate Category:  Grades 7, 8, 9 

1st Place Winner: Abby Spencer – Smiths Falls Legion 
Subject: The Impact of a Smile 

 

 
Senior Category: Grades 10, 11, 12 
1st Place Winner: Delaina Anderson 

Carleton Place Legion 
Subject: To be a teenager in the 21st century 

 

 
Group photo of Intermediate and Senior participants 

Ken Manwell, Zone G6 Deputy Zone Commander 
Lorraine Lapensée, Zone G6 Youth Education Public 

Speaking Chair 
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Report from the Ladies’ Auxiliary  
 
During these unprecedented, uncertain and challenging 
times, the world becomes one big family helping and 
supporting one another, focusing on the positive and 
working together to win the war with COVID-19! I wish to 
take this opportunity to remind everyone that Branch 
#638, and the Ladies’ Auxiliary are one family, too and 
we are here for one another.  Practicing social distance, 
we can still phone, text and email one another; check in 
with one another and share some laughs and positives.  It 
is scary times, but with faith, hope, family and friends we 
will make it!     
 
As a preventive measure for the health and safety for all, 
Bill Molnar, Acting Branch President, directed closure of 
all branch activities, events, meetings, hall rentals which 
included the Ladies’ Auxiliary’s Spring Fling Dinner and 
Dance scheduled for March 21, 2020. Those of you who 
purchased tickets, I thank you so much for supporting the 
L.A.'s Spring Fling Dinner and Dance. It is unfortunate it 
had to be cancelled, but it is for the best, as you know. 
To arrange reimbursement of your tickets, please phone 
Betty Ann Pollock, L.A. Treasurer, at 613-836-2530.    
 
Not knowing how long the COVID-19 restrictions will last, 
it is difficult to plan.  However, being optimistic and, just 
in case restrictions are lifted sooner than later, I wish to 
give you a heads up on two events tentatively planned, so 
that you may mark it on your calendar. 
 
May 9, 2020 – Mother’s Day High Tea and June 20, 2020 
Viva Las Vegas 25th Annual Fundraiser. 
 
I find I am saying “If”, “I don’t know”, “Stay well, stay 
safe and take care” more often these days.   
 
Stay well, safe and take care!  
 
Lorraine Lapensée 
L.A. President 
 

Ladies’ Auxiliary Past Events: 
 
TGIF Ukrainian Dinner – February 28, 2020 
, 
Another great event was hosted by the Ladies’ Auxiliary 
on Friday, February 28, with Garth Lee as disk 
jockey/karaoke master. A wonderful time was had by all 
with a tantalizing delicious traditional dinner and fun 
entertainment with the introduction of Karaoke. There 
were many new faces in attendance from the community 
and one guest said it was the best $20 he had spent in a 
long time. That was for 2 people. What great fun and 
value for a Friday night dinner. This was another sold-out 
event. Everyone loved the food and fun. Thank you all. 
 
As always, the success of an event would not be possible 
if it wasn’t for the volunteers and the TGIF Ukrainian 
Dinner was no exception. 
 

Special thanks to our volunteers: 
• Jackie Terris – poster and ticket design 
• Jackie Terris, P.J. Rose and Lorraine Lapensée – 

promotion 
• Bob Thomson, George Royle, Garth Lee – Hall set up 
• Rachel Apps, Judy Homma, Johanna Walters – table 

setters 
• Judy Homma - Decorations 
• Garth Lee – Karaoke and singing artist 
• Mary-Jo Gauthier & Sheila Taylor – Bar Tenders 
• Debby Holden & Judy Homma – Chief Chefs 
• Rachel Apps, Mikaeyla Boyer, Bri, Rayden, Nicole 

Brousseau, Susan Cooper, Gaëtan Chartier, Trish 
Edgar, P.J. Rose, Suzanne St. John, Patricia Taylor – 
Food Preparation/Servers/Clearers 

• Terry Homma, George Medynski, Bill Molnar – 
Dishwashers 

• Judy Homma, Lorraine Lapensée – Event Co-ordinators 
• Lorraine Lapensée - Emcee, ticket taker, seating plan 
 
Judy Homma 
Co-Event Coordinator 
 
 

 
 

 
Bar Service - volunteers 

 

 
Food Service - volunteers 

 

Kanata legion’s 
first Karaoke set 
up by Garth Lee 

 
 
 
 
 
 

A full house! 
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Lockdown 
  

 
Yes, there is fear.  
Yes, there is isolation.  
Yes, there is panic buying.  
Yes, there is sickness.  
Yes, there is even death.  
But,  
They say that in Wuhan after so many years of noise  
You can hear the birds again.  
They say that after just a few weeks of quiet.  
The sky is no longer thick with fumes.  
But blue and grey and clear.  
They say that in the streets of Assisi.  
People are singing to each other across the empty 
squares,  
keeping their windows open so that those who are alone 
may hear the sounds of family around them.  
They say that a hotel in the West of Ireland is offering 
free meals and delivery to the housebound.  
Today a young woman I know is busy spreading fliers with 
her phone number through the neighbourhood.  
So that the elders may have someone to call on.  
Today churches, synagogues, mosques and temples are 
preparing to welcome and shelter the homeless, the sick, 
the weary.  
All over the world people are looking at their neighbours 
in a new way.  
All over the world people are waking up to a new reality.  
To how big we really are.  
To how little control we really have.  
To what really matters.  
To Love.  
So, we pray and we remember that.  
Yes, there is fear.  
But there does not have to be hate.  
Yes, there is isolation.  
But there does not have to be loneliness.  
Yes, there is panic buying.  
But there does not have to be meanness.  
Yes, there is sickness.  
But there does not have to be disease of the soul.  
Yes, there is even death. 
But there can always be a rebirth of love.  
Wake to the choices you make as to how to live now.  
Today, breathe.  
Listen, behind the factory noises of your panic  
The birds are singing again.  
The sky is clearing,  
Spring is coming,  
And we are always encompassed by Love.  
Open the windows of your soul  
And though you may not be able to touch across the 
empty square, 
Sing. 

 
 
Submitted by Johanna Walters 
 

Upcoming Events, Activities, 
Meetings 
 

Due to the current COVID-19 situation, all legion events, 
activities and meetings are cancelled till further notice.  
 
However, we would like to inform you of two Ladies’ 
Auxiliary scheduled upcoming events and one Legion 
event, should the current restrictions be lifted in time. 
 
Saturday, May 9th, Mothers’ Day High Tea Featuring 
Canadian Showtime Chorus Counterbalance Quartet. 
Doors open 1:30 pm, tea will begin 2:00 pm. Tickets $15 
or 2 for $25. Cut off date for tickets, Wed., May 6th. 
 
Saturday, June 20th, The Ladies’ Auxiliary’s 25th Annual 
Fundraiser - Viva Las Vegas featuring Paul Anthony an 
Elvis Tribute Artist. Reception 5:30 pm Dinner 6:00 pm 
Tickets $30. Cut off date for tickets, Wed., June 17th.  
 
The Golf Tournament Committee invites everyone to 
support the 17th Annual Kanata Legion Golf Tournament 
“In Memory of Ray Ponto” by participating as a golfer, 
recruiting a team of four golfers, sponsoring or/and for 
those who do not golf, to come out to the dinner only.  
Please mark July 16th on your calendar for the golf 
tournament and dinner and July 10th for the registra-
tion deadline. This year’s golf tournament is in support 
of Veterans’ House, Canada’s first homeless shelter for 
veterans. For details please see the letter below. 

 

 


